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A meeting of the Environment and Heritage Committee was held in the Parish Office on Tuesday 3rd March 2009.
Present:  
Cllrs D Pikett (Chairman), I Turvey, Mrs S Watson, S Kirby, M Holdich 

Mrs C Cullen and M Wilkinson           

Also Present:  Mrs M Spalding (Welton Sports & Social Club) 

Clerk:
Mrs J Murray

09/03/01
Chairman's Remarks


The Chairman welcomed members to the meeting and in particular new member Cllr Wilkinson. 

 
09/03/02   
Apologies for Absence
None
09/03/03   Declarations of Interest


There were no declarations of interest applicable to agenda items.

 
09/03/04   
Minutes of the Previous Meeting 


On a proposal from Cllr Mrs Watson, seconded by Cllr Mrs Cullen, it was unanimously RESOLVED that the notes of the previous meeting held on 6th January 2009 (Print pages 779-781) be approved and signed.
09/03/05   Clerk's Report and Related Matters


09/01/11 – work carried out this week


09/01/12  - work has been carried out and inspected by Cllr Holdich


09/01/13 – copies circulated


09/01/15 – a meeting was held earlier this evening 

The Clerk reported that she had found some correspondence dated 7th April 1999 relating to the installation of the barriers at the end of Sudbeck Lane (footpath 169) stating that they should not prevent access to the route by wheelchair users amongst others and she had challenged LCC with this.  The response received stated that inclusive access has developed significantly over the last decade and they would now be very reluctant to introduce a restrictive barrier to any route which would otherwise be accessible with mobility vehicles as they may require more manoeuvring space.
09/03/06   Correspondence 

WLDC – Changes to refuse and recycling services

LCC – Welton Rural Cluster Meeting 31st January 2009

Miss R Benton – Dog Fouling on Play Area

Welton Sports & Social Club – Request for use of playing field

LCC – Area Response Teams

Mrs L McCree – Welton Winter Wonderland 27th – 29th November 2009

LCC – Public Rights of Way – Access Mapping and the Definitive Map

Wainwright Utilities Ltd – Village Maintenance Tender 2009 

Community Lincs – Calor Village of the Year Competition 2009 

Environment Agency – Environmental Information
09/03/07   Financial Report

A financial report to 28.2.09 was circulated to members. 

09/03/08   Tree Wardens Report 


Cllr Holdich reported that a good job had been carried out on the trees on Greenway, St Mary’s Avenue and the works carried out on the playing field.  In addition to the free trees a further five Silver Birch trees have been planted on the playing field, these were donated together with 200/300 spring bulbs by a resident and a letter of thanks will be sent. He reported that the following trees require pruning or removal:
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· All trees on the approach to Greenway

· Opposite 40 Hazel Grove

· Outside 12 Hackthorn Road

· POS Northfield Road – 2 dead trees

The Willow tree that was causing problems on Ryland Road has now been pruned back.

On a proposal from Cllr Kirby, seconded by Cllr Turvey, it was unanimously RESOLVED following a vote that instructions will be given for the necessary work to be carried out.
09/03/09   Paths Partnership
Cllr Holdich reported that the condition of the surface on footpath 174 (Ryland Road to Tinkermere Close) is very bad in wet weather and is in urgent need of re-surfacing – this will be reported to LCC again.

A discussion took place regarding the maintenance of the definitive footpaths in and around the village, LCC carry out two visits per year and in between these a contractor is instructed to strim/clear them, the cost of which is reimbursed by LCC under the P3 Scheme. On a proposal from Cllr Holdich, seconded by Cllr Kirby, it was unanimously RESOLVED following a vote that instructions will be given for the continued maintenance of the footpaths throughout the growing season (April – September) and a budget ceiling of £300.00 was set. In the meantime the contractor will be asked for a quotation and this will be compared with the budget set at the next meeting.
09/03/10   Report from WS&SC Representative

Mrs Spalding reported that all was going ahead for the Fun Day and Anniversary Celebrations on 27th and 28th June and the risk assessment; insurance requirements and field layout paperwork will be sent to the Council in due course. Members invited Mr C Watt to attend the next meeting on 5th May to report on progress.

09/03/11   Dog Fouling


A letter has been received from a resident concerned with the amount of dog faeces found within the play area and on the playing field.  This issue has been discussed on a number of occasions and despite the signage on the field and constant reminders to residents in the Welton News and requests for WLDC officers to patrol the area a serious problem with dog fouling remains on both the Ryland Road and Manor Park playing fields.  Cllr Holdich has visited Ingham where the Parish Council has erected a fence around the entire area of the playing field except for a path down one side to allow pedestrian access and sufficient space for the grass cutting machinery. A public consultation was undertaken and a Dog Ban order implemented, the fact that the area is fenced makes enforcement easier for the Dog Wardens. There is a large area at Manor Park behind the hedge at the end of the field that could be made into a designated dog walking area once ownership can be established.  On a proposal from Cllr Holdich, seconded by Cllr Wilkinson, it was unanimously RESOLVED following a vote that the Council will seek quotes for fencing prior to applying for a Dog Ban Order.  Placing it on the agenda for discussion at a future Full Council meeting could form part of the public consultation. A representative from WLDC will be invited to attend the April Parish Council meeting to discuss how the application process works and what measures can be taken to prevent dog fouling throughout the village.

09/03/12   Village Maintenance Contract

Three Tenders have been received and on a proposal from Cllr Holdich, seconded by Cllr Wilkinson, it was unanimously RESOLVED following a vote to accept the lowest price.  Cllr Holdich will liase with the contractor regarding prioritisation of the works.
09/03/13   Calor Lincolnshire Village of the Year Competition


On a proposal from Cllr Holdich, seconded by Cllr Mrs Cullen, it was unanimously RESOLVED following a vote that Cllr Turvey will undertake the completion of the application.
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09/03/14   Village Improvements
A number of suggestions were made including the installation of a seat around the trunk of the large tree on the Village Green in wrought iron depicting historical items/events.  There is a requirement to visually enhance the Conservation Area as part of a bigger plan to improve the village.  Quotes will be sought for the seat.  Amanda Bond from LCC has already visited the area following a meeting with the Council’s Highways & Utilities Committee and she will be asked to include this Committee’s ideas when putting her programme together. There are many “messy” areas within the Conservation Areas i.e. the Pinfold, stone seat, telephone box, railings, electricity box and derelict properties including the area at the Co-op/Ryland Road corner.  Members are of the opinion that a broader picture should be taken into consideration when the improvement programme is drawn up with the aim of aesthetically improving the village.  It is likely that the Village will have limited success in the Best Kept Village Competition unless these kinds of matters are addressed. As part of this programme, the Parish Council could consider land and building purchase and renovation and initially the owner of the derelict property on Lincoln Road will be contacted to investigate if there are improvements that can be realised, as Members are concerned about the deterioration of this area. On a proposal from Cllr Turvey, seconded by Cllr Kirby, it was unanimously RESOLVED following a vote to contact the property/land owner asking if they wished to consider ways of working with the Parish Council to improve the visual amenity within the Village Conservation Area. The suggestion of a Youth Shelter was put forward, but owing to one previously erected and consequently taken down a number of years ago, this was felt not to be a good idea, Cllr Mrs Cullen will investigate the need for such a shelter.
09/03/15   Cleaning up Welton
A letter has been received from two young residents with a diary they kept of their cleaning up activities that they had undertaken.  Members commended them for their citizenship and a letter of appreciation has been sent to them both. On a proposal from Cllr Kirby, seconded by Cllr Mrs Cullen, it was unanimously RESOLVED following a vote that a Certificate of Citizenship and HMV vouchers of £20.00 each will be presented to the two young ladies at the Annual Parish Meeting, to which they have both should be invited to attend. Councillors will approach officers of the Environment Agency (EA) residing in the village to seek assistance and support for additional maintenance of The Beck. The EA have recently strimmed and maintained shrubs/trees on the banks of The Beck.  
09/03/16    Village Design Guidance


Cllr Mrs Cullen has re-drafted the document and this has been circulated to Members of the Committee. Some amendments have been made and points were raised concerning bark on play areas attracting rats and possible fencing off of play areas. On a proposal from Cllr Pikett, seconded by Cllr Kirby, it was unanimously RESOLVED following a vote that this document be adopted.
09/03/17    Christmas Village Events


Cllrs Mrs Watson, Mrs Cullen and Kirby had met prior to this meeting with representatives from the Carols on the Green Committee, the Methodist and St Mary’s Churches with the remit of determining their interest in co-ordinating their events to take place on the same evening as the lighting of the Christmas tree on the Village Green. All parties present together with the Pantomime Group were receptive to the idea and it was agreed in principle that this could be achieved on the 1st Sunday in Advent (29th November 2009). A Working Group consisting of Cllrs Mrs Watson, Mrs Cullen and Kirby will meet to discuss the arrangements to be made and invite other interested parties to take part i.e. local shops, the Black Bull, residents of properties on the Village Green, etc. and they will report at the next meeting of this Committee in May.
09/03/18   Any other business for discussion   

Cllr Holdich suggested that some fruit trees could be planted on the areas on the corner of Cliff Road/Prebend Lane and the Clerk informed Members that it will be the 100th Anniversary of the Dr Richard Smith Memorial on 8th September 2010 – both items will be placed on a future Agenda for further discussion.

