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The Annual Parish Meeting was held in the Welton Room, Welton Village Hall, Welton on Thursday 2nd April 2009.
Chairman:
Cllr Richard Pikett (Chairman of the Parish Council) 
Secretary:
Mrs J Murray (Clerk & RFO to the Parish Council)
Present:
 52 members of the public  
The Chairman gave a brief outline of the programme for the evening and welcomed the panellists taking part in the “Question Time” session; Edward Leigh, MP, Richard Crompton – Chief Constable of Lincolnshire, Marcus Coleman – Assistant Chief Executive, Lincolnshire County Council, James Nicholson – Director of Neighbourhoods and Health, West Lindsey District Council.

The Chairman presented the Annual Community Awards following the official segment of the evening, to joint recipients Linda McCree and Eddie Reall for their work with various organisations in the village and Certificates of Appreciation to Philip Dawson (Bell Tower Captain), Alan Freeman (Church Warden) and Mike Holdich in recognition of their work in the community. Certificates of Citizenship were presented to Eleanor Haigh and Harriette Maddison for their considerable initiative in cleaning up Welton.
100.
Minutes
The notes of the previous meeting held on 14th April 2008 were approved and signed.
101.
Chairman’s Report

                                       
We have held 36 Council meetings during the financial year and in addition, Councillors have attended meetings that included The Lincolnshire Association of Local Councils, Neighbourhood Police Forum, WLDC Area Forums, LCC Three Tier Clusters and the Tennis Buddies Steering Group.  Our previous Chairman, Ian Turvey together with Cllr Eddie Reall attended the annual Battle of Britain Memorial reception at RAF Scampton. Ian also attended the opening of the new entrance building at William Farr School and laid the Council’s wreath at the annual Village Remembrance Day service.
May 2008 saw the election of a new District Cllr, Mrs Di Rodgers and the return of eight nominated Parish Councillors, an insufficient number to trigger an election, fortunately there were some willing volunteers who put themselves forward for co-option onto the Council to boost our numbers.  During the year we lost a long standing Council member and former Chairman of the Manor Park Committee, Brian Whitehead who left the village in September and in March, our previous Chairman, Ian Turvey proffered his resignation due to work commitments.  Ian had been a Councillor since 2002 and takes with him a wealth of experience, which will be sorely missed.  In October, we also lost a valuable Clerk’s Assistant in Lindsey Westman, who left us after six years in the post, we thank them all for the hard work they have put into the Council and wish them well for the future.
This summer we are planning to send a delegation of Councillors to our twin village in France, Moncé en Belin to commemorate 35 years of the signing of the Charter and as always we welcome any suggestions or initiatives that would strengthen the bond between our communities.
The activities of the Council’s committees during 2008/09 include:
Environment & Heritage

The planters on the village signs were once again filled with floral displays and we received numerous comments on how attractive they made the village approach roads, unfortunately the one on Eastfield Lane has sustained some damage by a vehicle and will be replaced before this year’s display is mounted.

We entered the Best Kept Village Competition, but did not get through to the second round, a disappointing result after being Runners Up in 2007.
Under the LCC Free Trees for Parishes Scheme, mixed hedging and trees have been planted on the Ryland Road playing field in addition to 5 Silver Birch trees that were generously donated by a resident, we have also tidied up the area alongside the beck.
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The switching on of the village Christmas tree lights by the winners of the 2008 Community Award, once again proved to be a popular event with approximately 200 people turning up to witness the event and enjoy some mince pies and mulled wine.

More spring bulbs were planted around the village and we have a further 200/300, again kindly donated by a resident, to plant this autumn.

A new dog bin has been installed on Northfield Road and we are trying to obtain more from WLDC.  Dog fouling on the playing fields has been a recurring problem and as a result we are considering imposing a total dog ban in some areas, under th Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005, however we realise that most dog owners are responsible people and it is the minority of irresponsible owners who cause the problem, we will be looking at the possibility of designating dog walking areas in the future.

The Council is continuing its efforts to acquire additional land for allotments and recreational use; currently we have 15 parishioners on the waiting list for allotments.

The barriers at both ends of the Sudbeck Lane/Ayam Close footpath were removed by LCC and the Parish Council shares the safety concerns expressed by a number of parishioners, but LCC have removed the barriers as a reasonable adjustment to accommodate wheelchair bound persons under the Disability Discrimination Act 2005.

Highways & Utilities

We have engaged a new contractor to carry out the grass cutting for the 2009 season and the contract will include some selective spraying of weeds around the grassed areas.

The Committee are looking at the purchase of a reactive speed indicating sign that can be moved to different locations around the village.

The issues relating to parking problems on School Drive have not been completely resolved and LCC have no further advice or measures to offer, however, bollards have been installed by LCC on the small green area near the school gate and residents have installed a barrier to the garages at their own expense.

The Committee plans to install decorative finger posts in the village, but are still negotiating with LCC regarding the design and exact locations.

An order has been placed for red road surfacing with 30mph roundels to be installed at the entrances to the village on Cliff Road and Hackthorn Road, but due to resurfacing work taking place on Cliff Road, these will not be in place until late summer.

Committee members are currently exploring ways of reducing traffic congestion on the Co-op corner and we are in discussion with our Divisional Highways Officer regarding possible solutions.

Flooding issues within the village have been raised with both County and District Councils and the dialogue is ongoing, unfortunately our request for Aqua-Sacs instead of more cumbersome sand bags was refused.

Manor Park

The Tennis Buddies project to build a tennis centre and provide additional football facilities is still ongoing, although the provision of grant funding looks more and more unlikely and other possibilities are being explored.

An automatic irrigation system has been installed on the Bowls green using an Awards For All Lottery Grant of £5,550.

The all weather surface is almost fully booked on every evening from Monday to Friday and we have replaced the nets for the goals and carried out repairs to the fence.
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The Skate Park continues to be well used and several successful events have been organised by Groundwork’s Dean Reed with another planned for 18th April.

We have experienced problems with youths racing cars around the car park and have found it necessary to install speed ramps that will hopefully resolve the problem.

The Pavilion has a number of regular bookings, but there is plenty of availability, should anyone wish to book the facility during the day or evening and you can do so by contacting the Parish Office.

Planning

Monies received for the future maintenance of public open space areas on Northfield Road (5,000) and the Kingsway/Bishops Place development £50,000 - £25,000 for maintenance and £25,000 for recreational use in the village) and the adoption of some small areas on St. Mary’s Avenue and Rivehall Avenue have been completed.

The adoption of the Ridge & Furrow and Lagoon areas off Beckhall is till ongoing, Anglian Water have now confirmed that they have adopted the sewers and are responsible for the hydro-brake on the balancing pond.

The Parish Council’s application for outline planning permission for the Tennis Buddies project was granted by WLDC on 20th August 2008.

Planning applications are held in the Parish Office and can be viewed from Monday to Friday during office opening hours and also on Saturday mornings from 10.00-11.00am when Councillors are on duty.

Publications

The Parish Plan which was printed an distributed to every household in the village during December 2007 is now in the process of being reviewed by the Monitoring Committee chaired by Hugh Gilfedder and an update on the progress will be available soon.

The 2008 Community Award joint recipients were Malcolm Douse of LIVES and Hugh Gilfedder, Editor of the Welton News.  Certificates of Achievement were awarded to Mark Atkin (Youth Football) and Peter Harrold (Skate Park, Welton Events Group and many other local organisations).

A new, more vibrant and modern version of the Village Map has been drafted and is now back with the designer for amendment and we hope that it will be available in leaflet form later in the year.

The Committee is working on producing a leaflet depicting the various footpaths walks around the village and a meeting has been arranged with the LCC Countryside Access Promotion Officer, Rights of Way and Countryside Access to discuss how they can assist in the production and funding.

Finally, I would like to thank all Parish Councillors both long standing and newly appointed, our County Councillor, our two District Councillors, Julie the Clerk, her assistant Sarah, Rob Lewis the Village Caretaker, Maurice Swinburn our Litter Collector, the staff at Manor Park, the Police and anyone else who has contributed to making Welton a pleasant and safe place to live and for the support they have given the Council throughout the year.
102.  
Financial Report

Total income for the Parish Council this year will be in the region of £169,000 and expenditure £100,000. The income includes £55,000 that has been paid over from the adoptions of POS areas and is for future maintenance and recreational use. The Precept (the money allocated by WLDC) this year was £91,259, an increase of £9,579.00. 
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Other income has been generated by the sale of the two Welton books and village maps, the provision of laminating and photocopying services, allotment rents, bank interest, although this has decreased somewhat in recent months and a contribution of £2,512 received from Lincolnshire County Council towards the cost of grass cutting in the churchyard and on verges and public open spaces in the village. 

Manor Park Sports Club generated income of £17,000, from the hire fees for the All Weather Surface (AWS), the field and Pavilion. The bar was closed on a weekly basis from 1st April 2008 on economic grounds and has been open for private bookings and this has generated income of £1,500. The Pavilion remains available for private hire bookings and special events.

The facility is operated from the Parish Office and this arrangement is still proving to be successful. Necessary maintenance has been minimal again this year, mainly for repairs to the AWS and Bowls green fencing.
The Environment & Heritage Committee has spent £450 on repairs to the War Memorial. The cost of the Christmas tree, purchase, erection and removal, the lights put up and taken down and refreshments was £300.  

Playground equipment at Manor Park including the replacement of two swings, a new cradle swing and the renewal of the climbing net cost £4,000.

The Highways & Utilities Committee has overseen the grass cutting and grounds maintenance of the village at a total cost of £3,500.  An amount of £5,000 was put into the budget for the installation of a reactive speed sign and directional fingerposts and as the projects remain ongoing, these monies will be carried over.
The Publications Committee have been actively working on the updating of the village map and costs to date amount to £700 with the final cost anticipated to be in the region of £1,000, they are expected to go on sale in the summer. The costs attached to the Community Award were £120 and the Certificates have been printed at no charge.

The Parish Council has awarded grants of £1,000 to the Village Hall towards the cost of repairs to their car park, £50.00 to Lives First Responders for the hire of the Scout Hut for their training sessions, £100 to the Disabled Craft Class towards the cost of materials, £140 to the War Memorial Flower Fund and £400 for the Public Liability insurance premiums for the May Day Event and Carols on the Green.
The accounts for 2005/2006, 2006/2007 and 2007/2008 have all been signed off by the External Auditors and have been displayed for the required period on the Parish Council Notice Board.
The task the Parish Council faces each year in setting its budgets is considerable, as the nature of local government decrees that estimates have to be made well in advance of the financial year to come, with the precept demand being submitted at least four months in advance.  Due to the current economic climate, the Council has been mindful in its decision to make a minimal increase on the precept for this financial year to £93,334, an increase of less than 3% on last year, in order to retain the services we provide to the Parish.

The sum of £3,000 was again budgeted for the Land Purchase Fund and the Council is actively seeking land to purchase for allotments and recreational/leisure use. At the year end our earmarked reserves to allow for the future long term maintenance of public open spaces and service delivery amount to £59,595.00.

On behalf of the Council, I have attended many meetings and seminars and for the first time this year the SLCC Practitioner’s Conference in Stoke-on-Trent, which was very worthwhile, attending a dozen workshops over two days, I learnt a great deal.
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I would like to thank the previous Chairman, Ian Turvey and our current incumbent Dick Pikett and all Councillors for their support. I would also like to take this opportunity of thanking Lindsey Westman, my assistant for six years for all her hard work and support and wish her well for the future.  My new assistant is Sarah Flintham and in the short time she has been here is learning quickly that Parish Council business is very different.

103.  
Parishioners’ Comments

There were no questions raised by the general public present.

The meeting closed at 7.30pm.
Please be advised that these are notes of the meeting taken by the Clerk and cannot in any way be regarded as the official minutes of Council proceedings until they are approved and signed at the next meeting
