Chairman’s Annual Report of Welton-by-Lincoln Parish Council 2009/10
We have held 38 Council meetings during the year and in addition Councillors have attended meetings and events that included the dedication ceremony for the unveiling of the memorial window for RAF Dunholme Lodge at William Farr School, the village Remembrance Day service, during which I laid the Parish Council wreath alongside other commemorative wreaths and tributes. Cllr Alan Greenway attended the annual Battle of Britain Memorial reception at RAF Scampton and members have also attended the AGM of the Lincolnshire Association of Local Councils, various training sessions, the WLDC Local Area Forum, Community Police Panel and other meetings at West Lindsey District Council. In addition, during late August and early September Cllr Mrs Marlene Chapman joined in the Family Twinning Group visit to Moncé en Belin and experienced some “entente cordial”.
May 2009 saw the election of a new County Cllr Mrs Sue Rawlins and in October we learnt of the sad death of Roger Hiscox a former County, District and Parish Councillor.
The activities of the Council and the Council’s committees during 2009/10 include the following:
Under the LCC Trees for Communities Scheme trees and hedging plants have been planted on both Ryland Road and Manor Park playing fields.
The Parish Council provided financial assistance to the May Day Event and also to Carols on the Green which alongside the hard work put in by their respective management committees resulted in both events proving once again to be a huge success.

This year we combined the switching on of the village Christmas tree lights with the churches in the village and Santa travelling from his grotto with his procession of little followers to light the star on the St Mary’s Church. The Black Bull kindly provided a welcome glass of mulled wine and a mince pie for everyone attending this popular event.

As in previous years the floral displays on the village signs attracted a large number of favourable comments.
Improvements to the Village Green are still ongoing with Groundworks Lincolnshire involved in a landscaping scheme.  Once a scheme has been decided a consultation with residents residing in the vicinity will take place.
Plans have been put in place to make the Pinfold more attractive and will include placing an old cattle trough in the area as a planter and attaching a name plate to it.

The Parish Council is still seeking to purchase land for use as allotments and a cemetery plus following the lack of funding for the proposed Tennis Buddies project, land may be purchased for further development of football, other sports and activities at Manor Park.

The Parish Council Saturday morning surgeries are now being held monthly as it was felt there was insufficient demand for them to be held weekly, however we are keeping the matter under review and as an experiment on one Saturday we had one Councillor in the office and one in the Co-op. The Councillors involved thought it had been quite successful and it may be repeated at some time in the future.

Unfortunately we did not get through to the second round of the Best Kept Village competition last year, but we have decided to enter the competition again this year. Hopefully we will go one better than our Runners Up position achieved in 2007.

The Public Open Space on the Ridge and Furrow off Beckhall has now been adopted by the Parish Council.

The West Lindsey District Council Benefit surgeries held every Tuesday morning in the Parish Office continue to be well attended and a monthly Housing Surgery is being held on a trial basis.

We are currently working on an Emergency Action Plan which will eventually involve a co-ordinated response between ourselves and surrounding villages in the event of a civil emergency. To this end, we have appointed our own Flood Warden, Mr Phil Morris and have also purchased 250 Aqua Sacs for use in the event of flooding. The next phase will be to establish an effective means of distributing them when the situation arises.
A new Village Map and a Village Walks leaflet have been produced and are available from the Parish Office, also an update of the summary to the Parish Plan has been published this month and a copy will be distributed to every household.

The 2009 Community Award joint recipients were Eddie Reall (Village Hall Committee, Scouts Hut Committee and many others) and Linda McCree (activities for youth in the village and the Methodist Church). Certificates of Achievement were awarded to Mike Holdich (Environmental work in the village) and Alan Freeman and Philip Dawson (Church activities).

Finally, I wish to offer a sincere thank you to all Parish Councillors, Julie our Clerk, Sarah her assistant, Rob Lewis the Village Caretaker, Maurice Swinburn our Litter Collector, the staff at Manor Park, our County Councillor Mrs Sue Rawlins, our two District Councillors Mrs Di Rodgers and Malcolm Parish, PC Dave Oakes, PCSO’s Matt Trafford and Neil Harrison and others too numerous to mention for their efforts in making Welton a village we are proud to call our home.
Cllr Richard Pikett

Chairman, Welton-by-Lincoln Parish Council

