Welton-by-Lincoln Parish Council - Financial Report 2009/2010

Total income for this financial year is £116,000 with an expenditure of £105,000. The income includes £8,000 received for maintenance of the Public Open Space (POS) area at the Ridge & Furrow, off Beckhall. The Precept (the money received from WLDC) this year was £93,334, an increase of £2,075.00 on the previous year. Other income has been generated by the sale of the Welton books and village maps, the provision of laminating and photocopying services, allotment rents, bank interest (which has decreased substantially this year) and a contribution of £2,705 received from Lincolnshire County Council towards the cost of grass cutting the highway verges.

Manor Park Sports Club generated income of £18,733, from hire fees for the All Weather Surface, the field and Pavilion. The bar has been open for private bookings and generated income of £800. The Pavilion is available for private hire bookings.
The facility is operated from the Parish Office and this arrangement remains successful. Maintenance has been minimal again this year and in the main has been carried out by our Village Caretaker.
The Environment & Heritage Committee has spent £8,500 on a new slide for the Ryland Road playing field. The cost of the Christmas tree, purchase, erection and removal, the lights put up and taken down was £435.  The floral displays cost in the region of £850 per year to put up and maintain. Maintenance costs to trees and public open spaces have been £5,000.
The Highways & Utilities Committee has overseen the grass cutting and grounds maintenance of the churchyard at a total cost of £8,500, the number of cuts has been increased and a selective weed killer included in the contract.
The Publications Committee have compiled and printed the new village map; this has cost just under £1,000, they are now on sale for £1.50 and available from the Parish Office and shops in the village. A Walks leaflet has been produced in conjunction with LCC at no cost to the Council and is also available from the Parish Office, local shops and the library. The costs attached to the Community Award were £65.00 and the Certificates have been printed at no cost. The updated summary of the Parish Plan has also been printed at a cost of £1,000; a copy will be delivered to every household in the village in the near future.
The Parish Council has awarded grants totalling £1,390, including £50.00 to LIVES First Responders, £100 to the Disabled Craft Class, £140 to the War Memorial Flower Fund and £700 for the Public Liability insurance premiums and grants to the May Day Event and Carols on the Green.
The accounts for 2008/2009 were signed off by the Internal and External Auditors and the notice displayed for the required period on the Parish Council Notice Board.

The task the Parish Council faces each year in setting its budgets is considerable, as the nature of local government decrees that estimates have to be made well in advance of the financial year to come, with the precept demand being submitted at least four months in advance.  Due to the current economic climate, the Council has been mindful in its decision to make an increase on the precept for this financial year to £103,364, an increase of 11% on last year, in order to retain and improve the services we provide to the Parish. These include future land purchase to develop the facilities at Manor Park, the eventual replacement of the All Weather Surface which is nearing the end of its life, improvements to the Village Green and Pinfold areas in the centre of the village, the possible employment of a Dog Warden and an increase in the hours worked by the Village Caretaker and Clerk due to a continually increasing workload.  
In response to letters in the Welton News querying the increase; the purpose of the Annual Parish Meeting is for residents who wish to query the Council’s actions throughout the year can then be given the answers directly without month on month letters going backwards and forwards. It would appear from the Council Tax bills sent out by WLDC that the increase is over 15%, but this is not the case, part of the difference is due to the gradual withdrawal and the initial reduction of the subsidy of £1.00 per elector (currently £2.00) for cemetery expenses with effect from the 2010/2011 financial year. If anyone has any queries regarding the amount charged on their bill then it is to WLDC that you should direct your enquiries.
The sum of £5,000 was budgeted for to go into the Land Purchase Fund as the Council is actively seeking land to purchase for allotments (there are now 18 on the waiting list) and recreational/leisure use. At the year end our earmarked reserves to allow for the long term maintenance of public open spaces, future land purchase, and provision of recreational and play areas, elections, Twinning events and service delivery amount to £135,000.00.

On behalf of the Council, I have attended a number of training courses and meetings including those held at Police HQ, LCC, WLDC, the Society of Local Council Clerks National Conference in Daventry last October and their Practitioner’s Conference in Stoke-on-Trent in February.
I would like to thank the Chairman and all Councillors for their continued support and would also like to take this opportunity of thanking Sarah Flintham, for all her hard work and assistance.  

Julie Murray

Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer
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